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DEADLINES IGNORED

Mr. REID. Mr. President, one of the
legendary Senators who recently re-
tired from the Senate after many years
in the House and the Senate, Tom Har-
kin, if he were here, would be on the
floor taking issue with what the Re-
publican leader just said.

Tom Harkin tried very hard to have
a reauthorization of the elementary
and secondary education bill. Why
didn’t he get it? Because Republicans
blocked us from doing it. So it is nice
that my friend the Republican leader
comes and talks about all the great
things being done in Congress now, but
the fact is it could have been done
many years ago had we had a little bit
of cooperation from the Republicans.

The new Republican majority has ig-
nored upcoming deadlines and ne-
glected to address urgent problems fac-
ing our great country. I am saying
that—and that is just an understate-
ment. Instead, they have governed
through a series of last-minute, manu-
factured crises that increase uncer-
tainty and impose unnecessary and
wasteful costs on our country. In just a
few minutes, we are going to debate
the education matter, as we should.

But as important as that is, it is ex-
tremely important we don’t take our
eye off the prize. And what is that? Be-
cause in just a few months, the govern-
ment is going to run out of money. Un-
less we can reach a bipartisan budget
agreement, our Nation will be faced
with yet another ridiculous and dam-
aging government shutdown.

Now, my Republican colleagues un-
derstand what I just said because they
are the ones who created the last gov-
ernment shutdown. It was a crushing
blow to our economy. Sadly, the only
reason we were able to reopen the gov-
ernment is because Democrats voted
almost unanimously to reopen the gov-
ernment. Sadly, to just take one exam-
ple, well over half of the Republicans,
about two-thirds of the Republicans in
the House, voted to keep the govern-
ment closed. How about that.

So another government shutdown
would be unacceptable. But remember,
it has been done before—with joy—by
my Republican colleagues. Sequestra-
tion is another thing they seem to like.

So having had that as a historical
background, we ought to be able to get
together, compromise, and reach a bi-
partisan solution for our country in a
timely, responsible way. You would
think so.

As happened here before we left for
the July 4th recess, there was an effort
made to move to the Defense appro-
priations bill, and that was stopped be-
cause we believe that what we need to
fund more than defense is we need to
fund the whole government. We stand
ready to work with Republicans to
reach a bipartisan solution. Unfortu-
nately, it seems as if Republican lead-
ership shows no interest in com-
promise. Democrats have urged them
to come to the table now, and they
have refused.
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Unless we act now, we will be faced
with another Republican-imposed cri-
sis at the end of this fiscal year. This
should be avoided, and it can be avoid-
ed. Don’t just take my word for it.
There are Republicans in the House
who believe the time for games and
brinkmanship should be over. The New
York Times today reports that high-
ranking Republicans in the House are
calling for negotiations again now:

Senior House Appropriations Committee
members, including the panel’s chairman,
Representative Harold Rogers of Kentucky,
have already told Republican leaders that
the time to negotiate a way out of the im-
passe is now, not in the shadow of a papal
visit or a government shutdown on October
1.

There is also in this same article, in
the last paragraph, something that is
quite important.

“The reality is we still live in a divided
government,”” Mr. Cole said.

He is one of the senior Members of
the House Republican caucus.

“It’s not as if the Democrats can be shut
out.. . .”

And we proved that with a vote on
the Democratic response to the efforts
to move to Defense appropriations.
Continuing:

“It’s not as if the Democrats can be shut
out, but they can’t dictate to us any more
than we can dictate to them. It’s time to sit
down and see if we can make a deal.”

We can reach a deal.

So I urge Republicans to follow the
leadership of Chairman ROGERS and
long-time Representative COLE and
work to get this process going now.
Let’s not wait yet another week. Cer-
tainly we shouldn’t wait any longer.
Let’s move forward. Let’s not wait
until the last minute. Let’s not risk
another shutdown. Let’s sit down and
talk to each other and reach a bipar-
tisan budget agreement on behalf of
the American people. The President
and his people would be happy to be en-
gaged any time on this.

I certainly hope we can move forward
and not have another repeat of what
the Republicans did to this country
just a short time ago and close it down.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

———

EVERY CHILD ACHIEVES ACT OF
2015

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. 1177, which
the clerk will now report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1177) to reauthorize the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to
ensure that every child achieves.

Pending:

Alexander/Murray amendment No. 2089, in
the nature of a substitute.
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Alexander (for Fischer) amendment No.
2079 (to amendment No. 2089), to ensure local
governance of education.

Murray (for Peters) amendment No. 2095
(to amendment No. 2089), to allow local edu-
cational agencies to use parent and family
engagement funds for financial literacy ac-
tivities.

Alexander (for Rounds/Udall) amendment
No. 2078 (to amendment No. 2089), to require
the Secretary of Education and the Sec-
retary of the Interior to conduct a study re-
garding elementary and secondary education
in rural or poverty areas of Indian country.

Murray (for Reed/Cochran) amendment No.
2085 (to amendment No. 2089), to amend the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 regarding school librarians and effective
school library programs.

Murray (for Warner) amendment No. 2086
(to amendment No. 2089), to enable the use of
certain State and local administrative funds
for fiscal support teams.

Toomey amendment No. 2094 (to amend-
ment No. 2089), to protect our children from
convicted pedophiles, child molesters, and
other sex offenders infiltrating our schools
and from schools ‘‘passing the trash’ helping
pedophiles obtain jobs at other schools.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, as
the Democratic leader leaves the floor,
I thank him again for his cooperation
and that of Senator MURRAY of Wash-
ington in creating an environment in
which we can move ahead on this bill.
I greatly appreciate that and so do
other Senators. That is demonstrated
with the fact that we have had dozens
of Senators who have come forward
with amendments. Dozens of amend-
ments have been agreed to, and Sen-
ator MURRAY and I will be recom-
mending to the full Senate that we
adopt those amendments soon.

I wish to take a moment to reflect on
what we are doing in the Senate today.
We spent a lot of time on national de-
fense issues. The distinguished Senator
who is presiding today is a member of
our Intelligence Committee. He hears a
great deal about ISIS, Iran, and the nu-
clear deal we might have and about
what is going on in Syria and Lebanon,
and we want to do our best to be strong
militarily so we can defend ourselves
in the world. We also want to be strong
at home. We want to make sure we
have a strong country.

Almost all of us agree that the single
most important thing we can do to en-
sure our future is to make sure our
children and our adults continue to de-
velop their educational skills, that
they learn what they need to know and
be able to do.

I know in my home State of Ten-
nessee we are trying to compete with
the whole world. We are making cars,
guns, trucks, all sorts of computers,
and all sorts of manufactured goods
that we sell not only in the United
States, but we sell them around the
world. You walk into the Nissan plant
in Tennessee, which has 7,000 or 8,000
employees today, it is the largest auto
plant in North America, the most effi-
cient, and very important to our State.
It has helped to raise our family in-
comes more than almost anything that
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